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GENERAL WOODFORD AT TREMONT TEMPLE, BOSTON. 

Tue speech of Gen. Stewart L. Woodford, at the Republican 
Ratification Meeting in Boston, has attracted marked attention not 
only in that city, but throughout Massachusetts. Gen. Woodford 
spoke last. The previous speakers had eulogized the State adminis- 
tration, their candidate for Governor, and the “grand old party.” 
Gen. Woodford, who had been one of the “306” at Chicago, was 
expected to follow in the same line of argument. As he rose, he 
said that at this meeting “ Republicanism has been praised, and De- 





- > 


mocracy has been belabored, until I am sure you will pardon me if I| 


enter into no praise on the one hand, and indulge in very little criti- 


cism on the other”; but his speech was in fact an arraignment of | 


the party for their neglect of vital questions, and his criticisms were 
as severe as they were just. Rarely has a more eloquent and forcible 
presentation of the dangers of the spoils system been made. 


The reception given to Gen. Woodford by the audience cannot | 


fail to encourage every true reformer. Before he spoke, the audience 


had cheered their candidate and applauded their speakers with a mild | 
enthusiasm; but, when he called upon them to tell him whether | 


“there is no burden on the soul and conscience of this Republican 


party that we rise up, as once we rose to strike down slavery, and | 
that we divorce forever political patronage and civil service,” hun-| 
Pp P 8 ’ | 


dreds in the audience rose to their feet with a shout and with cheers, 
while the old party war-horses on the platform looked on with open- 
eyed amazement. 


that has made his speech so noteworthy, and excited so much 
comment. 
It has frequently been said by our opponents that the mass of 


the people can never become interested in civil service reform ; but | 


many a party man undoubtedly saw a new light that evening at Tre- 
mont Temple, and the cheers of that great audience announce that 
this reform has already become a live issue in politics, which can no 
longer be met by the unfulfilled promises of party platforms, but 
only by honest performance and wise legislation. 


OCTOBER, 1882. 


It was this genuine and wide-spread enthusiasm | 
even more than the eloquence and unexpected attitude of the orator | 


—————— 
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| We quote the following from Gen. Woodford’s speech : — 

The other question (and to me it is no idle whim, no danger of 
fancy, no mirage) is this practical question of the political official pat- 
ronage of the government. I propose upon this to speak very briefly. 
Whether you agree with me or not, kindly give me a patient hearing 
and earnest thought when you shall have left this hall. Whatever 
may have been the errors of the Democratic party, whatever may be 
the excellences of the Republican party, there are some sad tacts 

| within the recent history of this government. I go not back 
further than two years. In 1580, we elected to the presidency of 
| the United States one of the most cultured and most scholarly 
men who ever sat in that high office, a man so broad in his 
scholarship that there is no university in the land that might not 
have been honored by making him its president. That man had 
as clear and profound a conception of the dangers of our political 
system in the direction of official patronage as any: man in the 
politics of the country upon either side. Standing in this city of 
Boston, I think two years before his nomination, he portrayed in 
| words eloquent and earnest the danger of this use of official patron- 
|age for the payment of partisan debts, for party service; and yet, 
| when elected to the presidency (bear with me, for I shall speak 
| kindly, though I speak justly),— when elected to the presidency, so 
tremendous was the pressure of party influence upon him, so earnest 
were the tronage that came up from-almost every 
Congressional district in the United States, possibly not from Massa- 
| chusetts, that he forgot the teachings of his own utterance; and, 
| within the four months of his occupancy of the presidential chair, 
he used the highest offices in the gift of the country for the pay- 
ment of political service rendered either at the Chicago convention 
or in the canvass that followed. 


| That is the sober truth of the history. 


When he had done this, 
|and sent his nominations to the Senate,—and pause a moment to 
| think what the Senate is. The Senate of the United States is the 
highest legislative body known to American law. Its members sit as 
the representatives of great commonwealths: it is part of the great 
law-making power. It is more than this. Its members are part of 
| the national council and administration, and pass upon every appoint- 
| ment that is presented to them. It is more than this. It represents, 
|in conjunction with the President, the Republic to all foreign lands. 
| More than this, it holds in its hands, by the treaty-making power, 
the solemn issues of peace and war. It is the highest court that is 
known to the Republic, where the President and the judges are 
| brought to the bar and are tried upon solemn impeachment. And 
yet to such extent had the ideas gone of the use of office in the 
reward of political service that distinguished and honored Senators, 
when they were brought face to face with this question of patronage, 
resigned their seats and appealed to their constituency, and made 
issue with the President; the President using the office to pay his 
political debt, and the Senators insisting that the offices should be 
used to pay their political debts. More than that, into the public 
mind and conscience had gone the idea that every official place was 
| to be the reward of official service; and a weak, bad crank, who had 
|sought place and been denied, murdered the President, because he 
had been denied official place. 

And so history stands. Within six months of the entrance of our 
| last administration, a Republican President used the highest offices in 
the nation to reward Republican political service; Republican Sena- 
| tors quarrelled with the President because they wanted the office that 
he used for himself; and a Republican citizen shot the President 
because official patronage had been thus used! And do you tell me, 
men of Massachusetts, that we want no reform of the civil service? 
Do you tell me, when it has thus gone into the White House, and 
when it has thus gone into the Senate, when it has thus fired the 
pistol and killed,—do you tell me that there is no burden on the 
, soul and on the conscience of this Republican party that we rise up, 
| as once we rose to strike down slavery, and that we divorce forever 
| political patronage and civil service? 
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IMPATIENCE FOR REFORM. 

THE cause of civil service reform has certainly made encour- 
aging progress in Massachusetts during the last few months. The 
movement has entered upon a higher stage, and assumed an uncom- 
promising position. From argument and expostulation, it has ad- 
vanced to refusal to accept unsatisfactory candidates for Congress, | 
and to the nomination of a reform candidate as such. Congressional 
conventions have felt the impulse; and some of them have passed 
resolutions which spoke out in plain, unmistakable terms. Some of 
the small politicians still seem to imagine that they can sweep back 
the rising tide with their little brooms; but most of our public men | 
can read the signs of the times, and are moving forward to meet the 
higher requirements demanded by voters. Nearly all of them have 
announced that they are earnest civil service reformers : some, to be | 
sure, weaken the force of this declaration by adding that they always 
have been. The people wait with interest for this increased zeal to 
show itself in the next session of Congress. 

In the mean time, it may not be uninteresting to notice what a 
representative party leader thinks of this tendency to push forward 
faster than those in authority care to go. Senator Hoar is a strong 
partisan, but at the same time has a clear perception of the abuses 
which need to be reformed, and has often described them in plain 
terms. In his speech before the Republican Convention at Worcester, 
when in leading up to the subject of civil service reform, he spoke 
of “the honest impatience of some of the friends of great reforms 
at the slowness with which these are carried out by the party 
charged with administration,” and emphasized the fact that “ great | 
changes must be accomplished slowly.” Slowly, indeed, if future 
progress is to be measured by that made during the ten years since 


| politics ? 


| Keifers ? 


| with us is against us. 





civil service reform has been a declared principle of the Republican | 
party. But the present impatience in Massachusetts is not due to | 
the fact that so little has been accomplished. There is a more imme- 
diate cause than that. Reformers know that they are attacking a sys- 
tem of wide extent, supported by the selfish interests of many of those 
through whose votes in Congress it can alone be overthrown. They 
are too earnestly bent on the final attainment of the end in view to be 
“discouraged if their efforts are not crowned with instant success.” | 
They know that the change must come by degrees, and that even the | 
Pendleton bill is only the first step. The cause of the present impa- | 
tience is not so much that little has been accomplished as that little has 
been attempted: it is not discouragement that the efforts of those 
who represent us have brought about nothing, but disgust that we | 
have not been able to see the efforts. We are impatient not because, 
as Mr. Hoar seems to think, we fail to understand that great reforms 
take time, but because we know that they never come without earnest, 
hand-to-hand struggles with those who do not want them. It is true 
that we are endeavoring to “extirpate an abuse deeply seated in 
the habits of the American people”; but it will never be extirpated 
if our Representatives in Congress do not take a more aggressive 
attitude, especially when their own party is responsible for the wrong. 
To illustrate: when Mr. Jay Hubbell, who, by the way, has borne a 
good deal of odium which should have been more widely distributed, 
issued his assessment circular, prominent Republicans in both houses 
of Congress rose in their places and defended it; but I believe that 
no one of our Massachusetts members opened his lips to express 
that condemnation of it which we have since learned that they feel. 
There are sins of omission which are quite as heinous as those of 
commission. It is the willingness to remain silent while others are 
scoffing at reform which is the cause of some of the “ impatience” 
which party leaders regret. 

But Mr. Hoar tells us that “the Republicans of Massachusetts 
have done something toward the accomplishment of this reform.” 
They “early called attention to existing abuses ” in their State plat- 
forms ; and their delegates at Chicago procured the insertion, in spite of 
the protest of Mr. Flanagan, of Texas, of the plank in the national plat- 
form. But must we always remember these services with such grati- 
tude that we can ask for nothing more? It is something to say that a 
particular reform is very much needed, or to get a party to say it; but 
its only real value is in leading to the actual undertaking of the work. 


| 


|loss of the support of Republican civil service reformers. 


We have been fed for ten years on resolutions: our stomachs can 
now endure some more substantial food. Mr. Hoar informs us also 


|that Massachusetts Representatives “have wholly abandoned the 


system of treating public offices as patronage.” Not, of course, as 
party patronage; for that practice is still in full force. The meaning 
must be as their own private patronage. It is surely no great boast 
that the prostitution of public office to private ends has ceased — 
and, unfortunately, it is not admitted on all sides that it has entirely 
ceased — on the part of Massachusetts members of Congress. 

Mr. Hoar tells us that “sound principles are often allirmed by the 
advanced minds of the party, and even find expression in its plat- 
forms, before they have penetrated and leavened the entire mass of 
those who compose it.” But, nevertheless, the party cannot escape 
responsibility for its formal utterances: it is no excuse for shortcom- 
ings to say that the party did not really mean what it said. Mr. 
Hoar goes on to say that “differences must be harmonized and 
reconciled, to preserve the narrow majority” of the party. Does this 
mean, as it seems to, that those who sympathize with George William 
Curtis are to wait until sound principles have “penetrated and leay- 
ened” Jay Hubbell and his followers of the “ practical” school of 
Does it mean that Massachusetts members of Congress are 
to keep quiet about civil service reform, because their ideas are not 
acceptable to the Camerons and the Hales, the Robesons and the 
There has been too much “harmonizing of differences ” by 
the yielding of honesty and justice to dishonesty and injustice. The 


| Republicans of Pennsylvania and New York have grown tired of it. 


If harmony can be secured by the spoilsmen giving up their views, 
well and good; but, if not, there must be discord. He that is not 
Silence must be interpreted to mean sympathy 
with Hubbell. Nearly all of our Massachusetts Congressmen have 
now confessed to sound views. May we not hope that they will main- 


|tain them in future, when occasion arises, even on the floor of Con- 


ress? Make civil service reform a Massachusetts idea: her earnest 
oice will still ring out with some of its former influence. 


JOSIAH QUINCY, JR. 


THE POSITION OF MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESSIONAL 
CANDIDATES. 

Unper the recent new arrangement of Congressional districts in 
Massachusetts, eleven are Republican by large majorities, and one 
is sure for the Democratic party. Nine of the eleven Republican 
districts will elect regularly nominated Republicans. In the other 
two, the regular candidates are closely identified with the adherents 
of the spoils system, and there is a possibility of their defeat through 


ny 
5 
v 


In stating 
the position of candidates on the civil service reform issue, those 


candidates only will be mentioned whose elections may be considered 
|to be within the bounds of possibility. 


In viewing the positions of 
candidates who are now members of Congress, it should be borne in 
mind that, however strong their present standing, as manifested in 
recent letters and speeches, may seem to be, it cannot be overlooked 
that they neglected entirely, during the last session, to act in accord- 
ance with the following positive instructions urged upon them by the 
State Convention of 1881 :— 

*“ We enjoin upon our members of Congress the duty of advanc- 
ing this reform by every means in their power. Experience having 
shown that the voluntary efforts of any administration in this cause 
are apt to be partial, ineffectual, and subject to relapse, we urge our 
Representatives to aid the adoption of measures designed to give to 
good intentions the support of commanding law, binding upon the 
willing and unwilling alike.” 

FIRST DISTRICT. 

Dr. Davis, the new candidate of the first district, says that he 
shall endeavor to emancipate the civil service from the control of 
partisan politics by having appointments to subordinate offices de- 
termined by an intelligent test of fitness applied by a non-partisan 
tribunal. He also opposes political assessments, which he well says 
cannot, under the present system, be regarded as voluntary contribu- 
tions. If he carries these opinions into action, he will be satisfactory 
as a Congressman to civil service reformers. 
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SECOND DISTRICT. 
Governor Long, the new candidate of the second district, whose 


letter on the subject was printed in the August Record, advocates the 
Pendleton and Willis bills, and is looked upon by civil service reform- 


ers as one of the men most likely to give valuable support to the | 


cause in the next Congress. In addition to the excellent position 
Governor Long has taken in the expression of his views, he has, as 


governor, acted in sympathy with the spirit of the movement by | 


making fitness the basis of his own appointments to office. 


THIRD DISTRICT. 
Mr. Ranney, of the third district, now serving his first term, has 
been renominated, and will receive the cordial support of civil 


service reformers, having squarely announced himself in favor of | 
appointments based on fitness as ascertained by open competitive | 


examinations, and also in favor of legislation for the prevention of 
political assessments. 
FOURTH DISTRICT. 


Mr. Collins, the new Democratic candidate of the fourth dis-| 


trict, has written a letter, published in another column, in which he 
warmly espouses the cause of civil service reform, declaring himself 
in favor of the Pendleton bill, and most strongly condemning politi- 
cal assessments. 


FIFTH DISTRICT. 


Mr. Bowman, the Republican nominee of the fifth district, and | 


now a member of Congress, has for a long time been classed with the 
Stalwarts. 


champion of machine politics. 
a supporter of Collector Worthington (the proprietor of the Boston 
Traveller, an open enemy of civil service reform). 


service reform, but takes pains to say that he is no more so than 
he always has been. The convention which nominated him passed 
resolutions in favor of civil service reform, and Mr. Bowman not only 


accepts these resolutions, but also pledges himself to the support of | 


the civil service reform plank of the State platform. 

Mr. Morse, the Democratic candidate of the same district is a 
present member of Congress from the fourth district. 
to have large influence in the matter of appointments; and, so long as 
the patronage system is in existence, he can be counted upon to use it 
for the benefit of his friends and himself. But he advocates the 


thorough and essential reform which civil service reformers aim to | 


accomplish, and would undoubtedly vote for the Pendleton and Willis 
bills, if he had an opportunity. 
SIXTH DISTRICT. 

Mr. Converse, the new candidate of the sixth district, has been 
a Vice-President of the Malden Civil Service Reform Association 
from its formation, and is regarded with favor by the civil service 
reformers of his own town. 
Record, he took excellent ground on the subject. All of the proposed 
candidates of this district had publicly expressed themselves in favor 
of the reform, but it is thought from his record and utterances that 
Mr. Converse is more likely than any of the others would have been 
to give it a hearty and earnest support. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

Mr. Stone, of the seventh district, and now in Congress, gives no 
evidence of any thorough belief in civil service reform. He thinks 
the spoils system should be done away with, but that political patron- 
age should be retained by members of Congress. 
seems paradoxical to a civil service reformer. 


This of course 


EIGHTH DISTRICT. 

Mr. Russell, of the eighth district, is now in Congress, is a 
member of the Congressional Campaign Committee, and was the 
first member of Congress to protest against the Hubbell assessments. 
It is not known that he has expressed himself in favor of positive 
civil service reform legislation ; but, in accepting the present nomina- 
tion, he declared that some reform is necessary, and that Massachu- 
setts Congressmen will go as far to correct the evil as public senti- 
ment shall demand. He probably deemed the State platform of last 
year to be in advance of public sentiment. 


In the Cook matter at the navy yard, he figured as the| 
He is an admirer of Robeson, and | 


. | 
Mr. Bowman, in) 
accepting the nomination, declares himself to be in favor of civil} 


He is said | 


In his letter published in the September | 


| 
NINTH DISTRICT. 


| Mr. Candler, the Republican nominee of the ninth district and 
| the present Representative of the eighth, favored the appointment of 
Mr. Worthington to the collectorship of Boston; and there is nothing 
in his record to indicate that he has any real sympathy with the 
|civil service reform movement. The convention which nominated 
him passed resolutions in favor of civil service reform. 

Mr. Lyman, the candidate of the Independent Civil Service Re- 
| formers and Democrats for the same district, is thoroughly in sym- 
| pathy with civil service reform, and all that it implies. Mr. Lyman 
|is a Republican as well as Mr. Candler; and, as one of them must 
be elected, there seems to be no reason why any person who believes 
| in civil service reform should not cast his vote for the former. 


TENTH DISTRICT. 

Mr. Rice, the nominee of the tenth district and the present in- 
cumbent of the ninth, has declared himself opposed to the spoils 
system, and to enforced political assessments. He, however, finds 
his preferences tending to Republicans rather than Democrats, 
| thinks Congressmen should be consulted, and that they should get 
a fair share of the appointments for their own districts. It does 
| not appear that Mr. Rice would carry reform to the point of doing 
| away with political patronage, which is of course the purpose of the 
| genuine reformer. 

ELEVENTH DISTRICT. 

Mr. Whiting, the new candidate of the eleventh district, has stated 
emphatically that the civil service should be taken out of politics, 
and that political assessments should not be permitted. He is a man 
| of positive force, and is likely to have the courage of his convictions. 

TWELFTH DISTRICT. 
Mr. Robinson, the present incumbent of the eleventh district and 
| the candidate of the twelfth, is not known to have publicly defined 
his position on the subject. He is believed to have a clean record in 
regard to the use of patronage, is supposed to favor the principles of 


civil service reform, and has the reputation of being a careful and 
conscientious man. 





|THE INDEPENDENT MOVEMENT IN MASSACHUSETTS. 
Tue Independent Republicans of the Ninth Massachusetts District 


have asked Col. Lyman, of Brookline, to be their candidate, in the 
following terms : — 


| To THropore Lyman, Esq., Brookline, Mass. : — 


As a committee representing the independent movement of the 
| Ninth Congressional District which aims to secure that the civil service 
shall be divorced from politics; that appointments to minor offices 
shall be made for merit, proved by competitive examination and 
probation ; that vacancies shall be filled by promotions ; that removals 
shall be made only for good cause, specified and proven; that assess- 
ments of office-holders for political purposes shall be prohibited by law ; 
that reckless expenditures of the public moneys should be checked, 
and excessive taxation abated,— believing that you stand as a repre- 
sentative of these principles, we request you to allow us to use your 
name as the candidate of the independent voters of the district. 


Coit. Lyman has sent the following reply : — 
Messrs. John S. Farlow, F. W. Bird, Leverett Saltonstall, Fisher Ames, 
Levi C. Wade, and others: 
Gentlemen,— Your letter, in which you ask me to be the candidate 
for member of Congress of those persons in the Ninth District who 


are in favor of civil service reform, is before me. You invite me to 
head an independent movement. This is an extreme measure, and 
one not to be taken unadvisedly or lightly. It is only by parties, with 
their organization and discipline, that government can be carried on ; 
and a man with common sense will put up with many shortcomings 
rather than attempt the injury of a party that is doing good work. 
On the other hand, it must be borne in mind that a party is not (as 
many people seem to believe) a real being, claiming loyalty, like king 
or country, but simply an organization whose sole claim to existence 
is in present good work or in reliable promise of good work in future. 
When parties cease to do what they ought to do, they must first be 
stimulated ; and, if that prove of no avail, they must be broken up. 
The measures mentioned in your letter seem to me of the first im- 
portance; and, since they now are persistently neglected by political 
leaders, I see no other way to bring them forward than by an inde- 
eng movement. I therefore accept the nomination you have 
| been pleased to offer me. Your obedient servant, 


THEODORE LYMAN. 
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“THE REPUBLICAN CAMPAIGN TEXT-BOOK.” 

WHEN Congress adjourned, its members, luckily for the country, 
had to cease legislating. But while they could not leave in commis- 
sion the power of making laws, they could leave other matters in 
commission; and the Republican Senators and Representatives did 
leave, with a committee which they had chosen from their own num- 
ber, the labors of the fall campaign. 





This custom is of long standing. The course of procedure of | 


such a committee is well settled; and the committee therefore repre- 


sents the Republican Congressmen, precisely as any committee or | 


other body of deputed powers represents its principals. It speaks 
of itself as “the organ of the Republican party of the nation.” 


For the action of this committee, the whole body of Republican | 


Senators and Representatives are directly responsible. 
Pursuing the usage of other years, the committee has levied an 


, . . | 
assessment on a vast number of government employés, and is said | 


to have raised some $400,000. Some of this money has gone to help 
the notorious Chalmers to beat a Republican in the Shoe-string dis- 
trict. Some of it, we presume, was spent in Ohio, and has probably 
disclosed to the committee that, although Paul may plant and Apollos 
water, it takes something more to give the increase. Another part 


of the money has gone to the making of a closely printed pamphlet of | 
two hundred and forty pages, which is issued and held out as an} 


official declaration of the party.* 

The first question is, How did the Librarian of the Department 
of the Interior get time from his duties to compile so vast a mass of 
facts and write this treatise? Is this flaunting of his name opposite 


the table of contents a part of that impudent avowal of corrupt | 


methods which justifies the assessments as “voluntary contribu- 
tions”? But the book itself will be likely to clear the views of any 
one who is lending a credulous ear to Senators and Representatives 
now engaged in making election promises; and we advise our readers 
to follow our example and send for it. 

A wide gulf between profession and performance is common 
enough in politics. But it is painful in the last degree to hear our 
public men incessantly proclaiming at home that the Republican 
party is in favor of civil service reform, while their own committee, 
using their power, are sending out open abuse of the advocates of 
progress. 


deal of wholesome truth, are written in the worst spirit of the spoils 
system, and display a venom against Mr. George William Curtis and 
“his bogus reformers” which gives the lie direct to the fair profes- 
sions of Congressmen engaged in mending fences. The style of the 
attack is indicated by quotations from the headings. 


[Mr. Curtis] “characteristically utters, upon pretended informa- 
tion, a willful libel, that clerks, errand boys, and girls are virtually 


threatened by the Committee’s Circular with loss of Place,— Prates, | 


with hypocritical indignation, . . 
of civil service reform.” 

“ Curtis, the Genius of the Inquisition,— Viva Curtis and Loyola,— 
Viva Curtis and Wade Hampton!” To which is added in the text, 
“ Vive Curtis and Jeff Davis!” 


. Proves himself the Joseph Surface 


A striking feature of the pamphlet is its violent maintenance of | 


the “voluntary contribution ” theory, which is now a standing joke 
all over the country. 

A man who can read this official text-book, and then expect even 
a morsel of aid toward civil service reform from the Senators and 
Representatives who have given it birth, is sanguine; and its perusal 
has thrown new light on the Ohio elections. We have no doubt 


that, if this pamphlet were to be diligently circulated in Massachusetts | 


and New York, similar results would follow. 
We print some extracts in another column. 


A NEATLY arranged pamphlet containing the proceedings at the 


annual meeting of the National League has been published by the | 


New York Association. 


*The Republican Campaign Text Book for 1882. Published by the Republican 
Campaign Committee, Washington, D.C. Prepared by William E. Nott, Librarian 
of the Department of the Interior, under the direction of the Republican Con- 
gressional Committee. 
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The chapters devoted to Political Assessments and Ap-| 
pointments and Removals (pp. 92-156), while they contain a great | 








| WE make the following interesting quotations from the book 


issued under the direction of the Republican Congressional Com- 


| mittee : — 

No party but the Democratic party ever resorted to compulsory 
| partisan assessments. . . 
| Every principle of the Republican party revolts at such a practice. 
| Its whole history is one of conflicts with such practices, and its only 
| parallel in any party is to be found in the attitude of George Wm. 
| Curtis and the so-called Civil Service Reformers, in their campaign 
against the Republican party in support of the violent and corrupt 
| Democratic bulldozer. These political purists, these pretenders to 
|reform of the civil service,—the Pendletons, rich in the spoils of 
rotten railroad claims ; the S. S. Coxes, elected by Tammany through 
the very agencies or practices they denounce, arbitrary and compul- 
| sory partisan assessments of municipal employés of their cities or 
| districts,— with George Wm. Curtis, all work upon the same plane to 
the same end,— the overthrow or suppression either by violence or 
fraud of the lawful majorities of the nation. They all abhor the 
majority. They all arbitrarily assess their retainers wherever they 
| have the power, and despotically punish all delinquents. 


George Wm. Curtis and his bogus reformers declare that it is 
| perfectly justifiable, highly moral, and in the line of a pure civil ser- 
vice, for their bogus association, for this combination of unprincipled 
noodles yclept reformers, this party of bogus civil service reformers, to 
| daily address Government officials, clamoring for donations of money, 
to assess a tax in the form of annual dues, every member of their 
| association or party, whether Government officials or not, for a par- 
tisan fund with which to defray the expenses of their slanderous 
publications against the Republican party; but, in the same breath, 
denounce as immoral, corrupt, and oppressive for the Republican 
organs to request and receive of Government officials, or for such em- 
ployé to contribute “money or other valuable thing,” in support of 
| the party upon whose courage and virtues, now as in all the past, 
wholly rest the liberties as the morals of the people and nation. 


«He [Curtis] charged the circular of the Republican Congressional 
Committee with “virtually threatening” all who refuse or fail to 
contribute to the party fund. But Curtis indulges in no “virtual 
threats.” He openly declares that all who do contribute shall not 
only be removed, but prosecuted, fined, and imprisoned in the peni- 
tentiary. Is not that the very genius of torture? The genius of the 
inquisition? The genius of an oligarch like a Boisguilbert or Front 
du Boeuff? All sympathy for their oppressed condition, all commis- 
eration for their wives and children, are extinguished by the crime 
of thus contributing, and they and their families must expiate their 
outrecuidance in dishonor and misery in the penitentiary and alms- 
house. Vive Curtis and Wade Hampton! Vive Curtis and Jeff 
Davis! 

“ The outs, honest fellows, would think it no sin 
To drive the ins out, and to screw themselves in ; 
While the ims (O the rogues !) are agreed to a man 
To keep themselves — snug where they are,—if they can.” 





THE NEW YORK FORGERIES. 


Norurne could illustrate more strikingly the evils of the present 
system of appointing government officers, and need of a reform in 
| that system, than the disgraceful events which took place in the 
organization of the Republican Convention in New York. There is 
| now no doubt that three votes on the State Committee were given on 
forged proxies, and that, by means of these forgeries, the control of 
the committee, and thereby the control of the organization of the 
| convention, was obtained for the Stalwarts. It is certainly not too 
| strong language, when Secretary Folger himself, in his letter of ac- 
| ceptance, speaks of these forgeries as “doings of a quality which 
honest and fair-minded men cannot approve, and will not tamely tol- 
| erate.” The Secretary seems to be quite unaware that there may be 
any connection between the present state of the civil service and the 
possible occurrence of such doings. Yet there can be no doubt that 
| the class of politicians who are capable of using forged telegrams 
could not exist but for the degrading influence of the present system 
“of appointments. Such men go into political life only because they 
| care for office and the spoils of office. They are put into office by 
| unscrupulous Congressmen and cabinet officers, in reward for the 
manipulation of caucuses and of conventions. As their only object 
is place, no scruples of honor or patriotism prevent them from re- 
sorting to forgeries or any other devices which will enable them to 
| control a convention. Under a rational system of appointment, it 
would be impossible for such men to appear in public life. Under 
the existing system, they are put in office as a reward for party 
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service. Considering the tenure under which they hold their appoint- 
ments, and the expectations of those who appoint them, it would be 


useless to expect that they should be nice in choosing their political | 
methods and devices. They are appointed not to serve the pecple, | 


but to advance the interests of their party, or rather of their boss. 
The more audacious and unscrupulous among them are the most 
successful in advancing those interests, and therefore, by the proc- 
ess of natural selection, come to the front. Rank forgery is only 
one of the products of the system which makes wire-pulling and 
party manipulation the most important business of public officers. 
Until the spoils system is done away with, it is hopeless to expect that 
we shall not be often compelled to witness events as disgraceful to 


the nation as that which is seen when a candidate for the highest | 


office in the greatest State of the Union is nominated by the use of 
forged telegrams. 





CURTIS ON FOLGER’S NOMINATION. 


Mr. GeorRGE WILLIAM CuRTIS repudiates the nomination of 
Judge Folger in the following terms : 


ASHFIELD, Mass., Sept. 30, 1882. 


Witii1aM Ports, Esq., Secretary of the New York Civil Service Reform 
Association: 


My dear Mr. Potts,—I have to-day returned from a run into 
Vermont; and I hasten to answer your astonished and astonishing 
inquiry which I have just soaieel, whether I advise Republicans 
to vote for Judge Folger, by saying in the most emphatic manner 
that I do not advise, have not advised, and shall not advise a course 
so totally repugnant to all my political convictions and to my sense 
of public duty. The advice in Harper’s Weekly, to which you allude, 
was not mine, and was published hurriedly, with the press waiting, in 
my absence and without my knowledge. Judge Folger’s ability and 
character are not in question, but his nomination is. That nomina- 
tion was procured by the combined power of fraud and patronage, 
and to support it at the polls would be to acquiesce in fraud and 
patronage as legitimate forces in a nominating convention. Every 
good citizen is bound to resist to the utmost such a wrong to all 
free institutions, and the only effectual way in which the voters can 
emancipate themselves from the corrupt and debasing rule of a 
machine is to defeat its candidates. This, I believe, will be done 
decisively by the Republican voters of New York and Pennsylvania 
at the election of this autumn. They will see their party defeated 
rather than fraud and the corruption of patronage triumphant. 
Events in both States show that no graver political peril now con- 
fronts the country than the complete subjugation of party by 
unscrupulous cabals, which bribe with public employment, and pay 
their way by filching from the public treasury. This is an evil 
which will end in violence, unless it is conclusively rebuked by the 
people at the polls. Yours very truly, 

GrorGe WILLIAM CurRTIs. 





SENATOR MITCHELL ON POLITICAL BOSSES. 


Tue current number of the North American Review contains an 
article by Senator John I. Mitchell, of Pennsylvania, upon Political 
Bosses. 

After serving in the State Legislature, Senator Mitchell was in 
1876 elected to Congress, where he served two terms. Public atten- 
tion was first called to him by a letter which he wrote to a friend, in 


which he gave independent expression to his views on “practical | 


politics” in terms signifying that, in his opinion, two members of 
Congress should be elected from each district, one to attend to 
legislation, and the other to the demands of the place-hunters. 


At the election of the United States Senator in 1881, after a long | 


deadlock in the caucus of the Republican members of the Pennsylvania 
Legislature, Mr. Mitchell was elected as a sort of a compromise 
candidate. The general impression at the time was that, on the 
whole, the Cameron faction had gained a victory. 

Last May, Senator Mitchell came out boldly in favor of the 
Independent Republican movement; and his address, as temporary 
chairman of the convention, on the vital necessity of a radical reform 
of the civil service, was excellent. 

In a letter dated Stickney, Dakota, Sept. 21, 1882, published in 
the Philadelphia Press, Senator Mitchell emphatically denies the 
charge of having left his State for the purpose of avoiding active 
engagement in the Independent Republican cause, and hopes to 
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return in time to share with his friends the work of the campaign 
toward its close. 

Senator Mitchell is a member of the Senate Committee on Civil 
Service and Retrenchment, and by voice and vote has given evidence 
of earnest antagonism to the present methods of procuring cam- 
paign funds. 

“Political Bosses” is an article which appears to be the result 
of conscientious thought and careful reading. The author states 
the recognized fact that “sovereignty of some kind is indispensable 
to government of whatever form.” Fifty millions of people have 
many minds; but their governor must have a mind and will of his 
|own, else there would be anarchy. The Constitution and laws 
express the popular will, but the execution of the law and the 
administration of the government must be intrusted to human hands. 

At this point, the weaknesses and wickedness of human nature 
have crept into all systems-of government ever yet established. 

The English-speaking people have, ever since they came into 
existence as a nation, gradually more and more succeeded in securing 
the right to make their own laws; but the question that now arises 
is, “ How shall they govern their rulers?” Government and society 
are indispensable one to the other, but the trouble has ever been that 
man’s selfish instincts are stronger than his social feelings. 

Therefore, when men associate for the accomplishment of a 
common political object, there is a constant danger that a few who 
can will use the power of all, not for the equitable benefit of each, 
but for the advantage of those who are able to get control. Thus, 


a faction arises within a party, a contest for control of the faction 


develops a cabal, and a final struggle for supremacy enthrones the 
political autocrat over all. 


Senator Mitchell admits that party government seems to be the 
best means for the enforcement of the general judgment of a nation. 
But, if the power of rings and political bosses is to make this instru- 
ment subservient to the dictates of their will, we can, indeed, no 
longer claim that this is a “ government of the people, by the people, 
and for the people,” but we should confess that it is a government 
“for the spoils of office bestowed by political bosses.” 

Our Constitution was made by our forefathers of materials fur- 
nished from the storehouse of English history. For centuries, the 
contest had been waged between king and people for the establish- 
ment of their right to make and administer their own law. The 
American people have profited by the experiences of lordly “ bossism ” 
suffered by their forefathers, and have formed a Constitution de- 
nouncing aristocracy of office. 

Washington exercised the power of appointment solely for the 
purity and efficiency of the public service, having regard, however, 
for “ political associations, so far as proper.” 

Jefferson held that active electioneering against his party was 
sufficient cause for removal, although he maintained that diversity of 
political opinions should not in itself necessitate a change. 

Senator Mitchell shows the enormous proportions to which this 
monster has grown, clearly pointing out its effect upon govern- 
ment and people by the control of caucuses and conventions, by the 
|dictation of platforms, by the spoils of office, ‘by its corruption of 
the elective franchise, by the levying of contributions upon the 
National Treasury in the assessment upon the salaries of public 
servants. He defines the attitude of the aspirant for political honors, 
|and the subservient methods to which he is exposed. 

Are the people really incapable of self-government? Is there in 
|human nature a law of self-aggrandizement which, by the courage 
jand strength of natural leaders, united with the cunning of crafty 
| politicians and supported by the instinct of hero-worship among the 
| people themselves, can be imposed upon a Republic against the will 
and contrary to the general interests of the people? The answer 
| depends upon the people themselves. 

| No class suffers more from this evil than members of Congress 
|and Senators, who desire to serve their constituents faithfully; and, 
again, no class is more directly benefited than those members of Con- 
| gress and Senators who look upon it as the power for the furtherance 
‘of their own ambition. As the latter class is at present in the major- 
| ity, reform by Congressional action will probably be postponed for 
| the present. 
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The good work began through the Executive in England... . In 
my judgment, this is the gateway through which the reform must 
come in, if it is to come soon. If not by President Arthur, let us 
hope that the people will see to it that it shall be by his successor. 





A youne girl, an employé in one of the departments, came tim- 
idly into the office of the Cameron State Committee in Philadelphia. 


To the person in charge, she said she was there to pay her assessment | 
He referred nimbly to a little book in his | 


for the campaign fund. 
desk. 
know 
“Every little helps, I suppose,” she said, as the clerk gave her a 
receipt. While speaking, there was a burst of loud laughter in an 


“You owe $2,” he said. 


\ ed 


“ Two per cent. on your salary, you 


inner room, and the smoke of costly cigars crept over the partition. | 


Within were Chairman Cooper and Senator Don Cameron; and, to 
help continue the latter in power, the young of‘fice-holder had been 


forced to contribute a proportion of her salary of $100 a year.— New) 


York Herald despatch. — 


RESOLUTIONS OF CONVENTIONS. 
Crvit service reform has advanced beyond the stage when its 


advocacy is to be treated with contempt even by politicians. 


the reformers. 
On the contrary, State conventions of both the great parties 


have not dared to remain silent upon the question, but have made | 
pronounced and definite declarations as favorable as the advocates of | 


the system can desire. 


made to be kept, but the making of them so universally shows that | 


even the constructors of party platforms recognize the growing ear- 
nestness of the people in this direction. 
only aroused, but it takes definite shape. 
the people now to begin to compare the promises of the parties 
with the fulfilment of their representatives in Congress. 

The platforms are civil service documents which contain declara- 
tions and arguments in favor of the reform which will obtain a wider 
circulation, a more favorable hearing, and a heartier acceptance than 
could possibly be obtained by all the documents which our associa- 
tions can scatter through the country. They will be read by those 
who would not look at a Record or a tract. 


many because they have their party’s indorsement. The cause has 


received an impetus which cannot be stayed, and party managers and | 
representatives will be made to see that political safety will depend | 
upon their fulfilment of the party promises for the improvement of | 


the civil service. 


Tue Republicans of Massachusetts, in convention at Worcester, 


adopted the following resolution : — 


As initiatory to a complete remedy, we earnestly demand such legislation 
concerning the subordinate offices as shall embrace the following provisions: — 

1. Appointments shall be made only upon open, impartial, practical tests of 
the fitness of applicants, giving due preference to persons disabled in the mili- 
tary or naval service of the country. 

2. No removals shall be made without cause, or for partisan reasons, or for 
failure to perform partisan service. 


3. Superior qualifications and real merit demonstrated in the actual perform- | 
ance of duty shall constitute the best title to continuance and promotion in office. | 


We unhesitatingly disapprove of any system of political assessments or 
demands for contributions under an expressed or implied threat of removal from 
office as a penalty for non-compliance, or under any other pretext whatever. The 
salary of the office-holder is his compensation for services, not a fund subject to 
draft for party uses. 


Tue Democrats of Massachusetts, in convention at Boston, have 
inserted an excellent civil service plank in their platform : — 


Sizth.— Fitness, not favor, should be the passport to the public service 
There should be no removals of government employés before the expiration of 
their terms of service, except for cause, and no assessments on their salaries paid 
to them by the whole people should be levied for the perpetuation of the party in 
power. We therefore demand a system of civil service consistent and harmonious 
with the nature of American government, established by law, protected by law, 
that, like government itself, it may be the agent of law, and not of men ; to the 


end that it may be kept free of all corrupting dependence upon political favor | 


and patronage. We favor the principles of the Pendleton bill in regard to ap- 


pointments in the civil service, and the Willis bill in regard to assessment of | 


federal office-holders. 


Out of an old pocket-book she drew two one-dollar bills. | 


No} 
party convention has dared to condemn or ridicule the demands of | 


It does not follow that such promises are | 


The public sentiment is not | 
It will not take long for | 


They will be accepted by | 


| Tue New York Republicans, in convention at Saratoga,— 


| Resolved, That the civil service should be placed upon a proper basis by 

| adequate legislation, so as to give facilities for the execution of the law now upon 

| the statute-book, with competitive tests for admission to the service so arranged 

| as to secure the necessary qualifications for the positions sought, together with a 
fixed term for incumbents, removal from office during the term of appointment 
to be only for cause. 


Tue Democrats of New York, in convention at Syracuse, have 
issued an explicit demand for a reform, as follows : — 


Third.—In the nomination of a Secretary of the treasury for Governor of 
New York, by which in effect a candidate for the chief magistracy of the State 
was appointed by the President, we see a fresh and impressive proof of the dan- 
gerous power of public patronage; and, urged by this alarming spectacle, we pro- 
test against federal intervention in State elections, and repeat our demand of 
1881 for a reform and purification of the civil service. 

And we are further admonished, by the recent experience of the Republican 
| corruption, of the necessity of forbidding by penal enactment the levying of 
| blackmail from dependent office-holders to promote the interests of a party which 
finds no support in the intelligent and independent convictions of the people. 





Tue Missouri Republicans are well to the front in their condem- 
nation of “ bossism ” : — 


We denounce as destructive not only to the welfare and permanence of the 
party, but also to free Republican institutions, the vicious and corrupt system of 
“boss rule,” by means of which designing men have sought to pervert and abuse 
for their personal profit the party organization, whose only legitimate end is the 
| combined action of free men in support of definite political principles sincerely 
| held; and since “bossism,” that ulcer of American politics, has notoriously 
grown up, one of the abuses of political patronage, commonly known as the 
spoils system, we hereby emphasize and renew the demand that the civil service, 
State and national, be so reformed by law that appointments to subordinate civil 
| offices shall in no case be bestowed in payment for party service, but shall be 
| open to every citizen for the sole condition of merit and ascertained fitness 
therefor, and that removals from office shall not be at the caprice or for the ben- 
efit of the would-be autocrats, but solely for good and sufficient public cause. 


THE Connecticut Democrats advocate : — 


A legislation appropriate to secure the abolition of all unnecessary offices ; 
the clearing of the civil service of all retainers of politicians, and the future 
appointment of such persons only as shall have proved themselves most fit, by 
| tests of merit, provided by law, and open to the free competition of every citizen. 
| Fourth, legislation appropriate to secure the most careful selection of all public 
| officers, both State and federal, by providing an appointing power for each class 
of officers, with special reference to the duties to be performed. 


Tue following was inserted in the platform of the Connecticut 
Republicans : — 
A judicious system of civil service reform by which competent officers shall 


be secured for the public service, federal, State, and municipal, and protected 
from assessment and removal, except for cause. 








Ar the Indiana Republican State Convention, which assembled 
}in August last, the following resolution was adopted : — 


IX. That it is the duty of Congress to adopt laws to secure a thorough, radi- 
eal, and complete reform of the civil service, by which the subordinate positions 
| of the government will no longer be considered rewards for mere party zeal, 
| which will abolish the evils of patronage, and establish a system making honesty, 
| efficiency, and fidelity the essential qualifications for public positions. 


The adoption of this resolution was the outcome of an effort of 
John W. Foster, late Minister to Russia, and others, to induce the 
| Republican party of Indiana to take a more decided position on the 
| question of civil service reform. 


Gov. Lona writes, accepting the nomination for Congress in the 
| Second District : — 


... With regard to the civil service, I have ever since my entrance into political 
life felt and urged the necessity of a change in the method of appointment. I 
favor the Pendleton or Eaton bill, because it regulates entrance into the service 

| and does not attempt to secure fixity of tenure. A civil service bottled up at 
both ends would, I fear, soon furnish an illustration of how not to do it. The one 
| vital step of imperative necessity is, in my judgment, to separate appointments to 
the routine civil service from political influence and control. Let an inde- 
pendent commission be charged with the matter. It would make practical tests, 
giving preference to the veteran soldier, other things equal, and would never, 
because otherwise it could not sustain itself a day, make mere literary or unsub- 
stantial examinations. Let there be probation and trial before actual permanent 
| appointment; and let there be a well-regulated system of promotions. There 
would then be no temptation to improper removals, because no political advan- 
tages would be gained thereby, and officials would only be removed, as they are 
now removed in business houses, after their usefulness is gone. There are many 
other wise and practical limitations in the Eaton bill which those who criticise 
civil service reform as impracticable would do well to observe. The idea of a 
| competitive system of appointments is often sneered at. But it is exactly what 








we already have: only it is now a competition in personal influence and in| 
caucus and election work, instead of a competition, open to all and regulated 
by law, in meritorious fitness for office. Because it is a system of patronage, it 
makes the civil service in some instances an asylum for persons who are in need of 
charity, or to whom political obligations exist, and so results in over-employment | 
by unnecessary making of places for needy dependants and political favorites, 
begetting thus not only a machine but extravagance. It torments Congressmen, 
consumes their time and wastes their service, beside destroying rather than 
making them strong with their constituents. ... 


Some critics of reform object to scholastic examinations. They 
imply that reformers favor such. What reformers desire is the best 
test of fitness. If any one can offer better tests than those used in 
the New York custom house and post-office, reformers will be glad | 
to accept them. An examination of the New York tests will satisfy | 
any one that they are not severely scholastic, probably not more so | 
than is necessary to prove the general intelligence and proper educa- 
tional qualifications of applicants. 


VIEWS OF CANDIDATES. 


Tue platform adopted by the Democratic State Convention of | 
Massachusetts takes good ground in favor of “a thorough reform of 
the civil service.” It condemns the use of the federal patronage 
to pay for partisan or personal services, demands that the civil service 
shall be kept “free of all corrupting dependence upon political favor 
and patronage,” that there shall be no removals of government 
employés except for cause, and favors the Pendleton and Willis 
bills. 

These declarations are, however, in striking contrast to the past 
acts and present utterances of Gen. Butler, its nominee for the 
governorship. The power of public opinion which has affected the 
party has hardly converted Gen. Butler from the use of the spoils 
system to advocacy of civil service reform. In his letter of accept- 
ance, he says : — 

“ Latterly, a very considerable and well-educated class of citizens insist that 
the best mode of selection of persons for public trusts and administration is by 
competitive examination, and not otherwise. Still, as the experiment is substan- 
tially untried, and as it is advocated by an intelligent body of men, I see no 
reason why the trial should not begin in Massachusetts. [He ignores the action 
taken by Secretary Schurz in the Interior Department, and Collectors Merritt and 
Robertson in the New York custom house.] . .. I hope, however, that the in- 
coming Legislature will make provision to begin the trial of this experiment 


here upon the most searching scale, extending it even, if it sees proper, to the 
selection of candidates to be proposed to the people by their primary assemblies. 


And, to test my own sincerity in this regard, I am quite willing that competitive | 


examination should be made of candidates for the highest office.” 


The attempt to make ridiculous the demand of the people for 
reform in appointments to civil service, indorsed even by his own 
party convention, by such badinage as the proposal to begin with the 
election of town Representatives and of the Governor, can hardly be 


construed otherwise than as insulting to his party and to every one | 
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| Should be appointed and discharged upon grounds independent of political 





compensation which should be honestly earned, and swelling a fund used to 
debauch the people and defeat the popular will. 

Robert R. Bishop, who has in the past been outspoken in favor 
of civil service reform, in his brief letter accepting the Republican 


nomination for Governor of Massachusetts, responds as follows to 
the civil service plank of the platform : — 










































That the officers who discharge the administrative duties of public service 


influence or control is now an accepted principle in Massachusetts, to which I am 
glad to declare my loyalty. 





CONGRESSMEN INTERROGATED. 


Tue California Association has been doing active work toward the 
advancement of the cause. The adoption of resolutions by the State 
conventions favoring civil service reform is a step in advance of the 
hopes of the most sanguine reformers. 

President Crane has requested a statement from the various Con- 
gressional nominees of their position in the matter. We print extracts 
from the replies received from the Democrats. 


J. R. Glascock writes from Oakland, under date of August 7. He 
forcibly asserts himself in favor of the Pendleton bill, or any better 
measure. He says that — 

To even a casual observer of the course of American political 
history, it is a matter of grave concern, and, to the thoughtful mind, 
of lively alarm, that fifty years of subjugation to the spoils system 
have not sufficed to convince the American people of its degrading 
policy and ruinous results. 

James H. Budd, of Stockton, launches immediately into the midst 
of the subject with the following words : — 

If elected to Congress, I will favor and use my best endeavors to 
secure the passage, by the House of Representatives, of the bill... 
| introduced in the Senate by Senator Pendleton. 

Charles A. Sumner replies in favor of the Democratic State plat- 
form, and says : — 

If I am elected to Congress, I shall favor the passage of the 
Pendleton bill, or of a bill si uilar in its provisions. 

Gen. Rosecrans endeavors to impress the fact that he has always 
used his influence in favor of reform. 


When Senator Pendleton’s bill was reported, I wrote him a note 
of congratulation that thus he had begun a work in which I would 
gladly co-operate. 


Barclay Henley replies in an earnest letter, from which we 
| make the following quotation :— 


Of this, however, there can be no doubt, that the spectacle of a 
universal and remorseless assessment by a political party of over a 
hundred thousand office-holders, the effect of which may be to raise 
'a huge fund with which to debauch and improperly influence the 
| people, is something that cannot be viewed with indifference by any 
well-wisher of this Republic. I am heartily in favor of the Pendleton 





of “the well-educated class of citizens.” 


Tue gubernatorial candidates in New York, in their acceptances 
of their respective nominations, have both considered the question | 
of the civil service, and, though somewhat mild in their utterances, | 


indicate a readiness to follow the popular will. 
Mr. Folger speaks as follows : — 


The mode of appointment, and sometimes that of continuance and promo- 
‘There is no reason why 
the minor offices of the government should be given to the relatives or friends or 


tion, of the subordinate servants of the people, is faulty. 












bill, and, if elected to Congress, will support it and work for it, or 
some similar measure. 


Tue Cleveland, Ohio, Association has issued a pamphlet contain- 
| ing a copy of the letter to nominees and their replies :— 

S. T. Everett says :— 

It has always been my opinion that the civil service of this gov- 
| ernment should be conducted upon the same principles that a prudent 


man conducts his own interests. A competitive examination of all 
applicants for subordinate service would result in filling such offices 





with competent men, and I am therefore emphatically in favor of 
ee 


M. A. Foran writes to the following effect :— 


dependants, or the objects of sympathy, of those who hold positions of influence | 
near the appointing power, or have friendly relations therewith; no reason why | 
the privilege should not be sought by merit on equal terms with other merit. | 
There needs legislation to remove some obstacles in the way and some revision of | 2 
rules already adopted to render them less scholastic and more practical. Public offices are trusts for the people: not one of them ought to 
exist except for the benefit of the people.... The business of fifty 
| millions of people ought to be conducted on business principles. In- 
competent and unfaithful men ought to be at once removed from 
| office and kept out. None should be hereafter appointed who do not 
fully stand the test of honesty, capacity, and fidelity to the Constitu- 
tion. ... 


Mr. Cleveland’s letter contains the following paragraphs on the 
subject : — 


Subordinates in public place should be selected and retained for their effi- 
ciency, and not because they may be used to accomplish partisan ends. The 
people have a right to demand here, as in cases of private employment, that their 
money be paid to those who will render the best service in return, and that the 
appointment to and tenure of such places should depend upon ability and merit. i f . wid i 

The system of levying assessments for partisan purposes on those holding | The improvement and perfection of the civil service I regard as 
office or place cannot be too strongly condemned. Through the thin disguise | Of most vital importance to the Success of the government and the 
of voluntary contributions, this is seen to be naked extortion, reducing the | perpetuity of our institutions... . Fair remuneration for services per- 


W. H. Doan writes as follows :— 
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formed and responsibility incurred should be by law provided and 
fixed as the emolument of every office ; and the assessment — directly 
or indirectly —of any part thereof, for political purposes, should be 
declared to be, and be punished as, felony... . 


In answer to a circular sent by the Philadelphia Association to 


candidates for Congress, the following has been received : — 
1333 WaLnut Street, PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 5, 1852. 

Gentlemen,—In answer to your communication contained in 
circular received this morning, I would say,— 

1. I should, if elected, favor competitive examinations which should 
be public. 

2. I approve of any good results achieved by the competitive or 
merit system in the New York custom house, post-office, or else- 
where. I think such places should never be made the spoils of 
parties or factions. 

3. 1 disapprove any coercion of those in the public service, or 
their being removed for mere party reasons. Misbehavior of a given 
character, such as intoxication, neglect of duty, continued absence 
without leave, or general incompetence, or such misconduct as would 
lead to discharge from an ordinary mercantile house, should, in my 
opinion, be the guide for the dismissal of those in the public service. 

4. L entirely disapprove of political assessments in any form. I 
approve the laws of Congress condemning them. I hold that mem- 
bers of Congress are acting contrary to the spirit of the law in 
requesting public servants to pay contributions, and such action is 
reprehensible. I would never be a party to demanding, nor would 
I, in any event, lend a hand to aid in the dismissal of any officer for 
refusing a political assessment. 

I thinks that, if it is necessary for any party to levy political 
assessments in order to perpetuate its political supremacy, such 
necessity is sufticient proof that the general policy of such party 
is not in accord with the views of a majority of the people: otherwise, 
a resort to such measures would not be necessary. 

I would support any measure looking to the suppression of politi- 
cal assessments or contributions from public officers in any form. 

Perhaps my views as expressed in my letter of acceptance, 
published in this morning’s Ledger, may convey my general ideas 
on these and other questions in a general measure. I enclose the 
same. I have the honor to be, gentlemen, 

Respectfully yours, 
W. Wurts Dunpas. 





In the following letter, Gen. Collins, Democratic nominee of the | 


Fourth Massachusetts District, clearly defines his position : — 


Boston, Oct 10, 1882. 


My dear Sir,—Your favor of the 9th inst. has just reached me. I have no 
hesitation in giving you an immediate reply to the two questions you ask. I am 
in favor of the principle of the “ Pendleton bill,” and of the bill itself, unless 
and until a better measure looking to the same end be prepared. 
opposed to the assessment in any furm, and in any guise, of the employés of the 
government for political party purposes. 
cruel and scandalous that L should treat an “ invitation’’ to “ voluntarily sub- 
scribe,”’ addressed by a political committee to a person in the civil service, as a 
criminal offence. 
it is addressed. Those who are paid by the whole people for serving the whole 
people should be shielded from robbery for the benetit of a party. Yours respect- 
fully, P. A. COLLINS. 

ARTHUR HOBART, Secretary, etc. 


Tue following letter received from a member of the United States 
Engineer Department contains interesting information : — 


Dear Sir,—I have been fifteen years in the employment of the 
United States Engineer Department, and never received a request for 
a political contribution until the lately issued Hubbell circular 
reached me; nor did I ever hear of such a demand being made in this 
branch of the government service. The assessment made by Hub- 
bell on our assistant engineers is $100 each, on clerks $30 to #45 
each, and on others in like proportion. He even sent circulars to 
carpenters, laborers, etc., who were on our rolls last year for a few 

_ weeks, and are not now in employment. 

This matter is becoming serious, and threatens the very life o 

Republican government. 


f 


An Association has been formed at Ithaca under exceptionally 
favorable circumstances. The officers are as follows: President, 
Hon. Andrew D. White; Vice-Presidents, Hon. George W. Schuyler, 


Iam strongly | 


I regard the prevailing practice as so | 


Such an invitation is regarded as a command by those to whom | 


different cities in the State of New York for the purpose of organiz- 
ing associations. He has invariably been successful in obtaining the 
leading citizens of both parties as officers. 





TurRovGa the auspices of the New York Association, and under Mr. 
Brown’s supervision, the following associations have been formed : — 

Plattsburgh, Clinton Co., N.Y.: President, Jacob Parmenter ; Vice- 
Presidents, W. C. Watson, Jr., George F. Bixby; Executive Com- 
mittee, Peter S. Palmer, R. O. Barber, E. Hathaway, Royal Corbin, 
Rev. F. B. Hall, H. S. Johnson, George H. Beckwith; Treasurer, 
Henry Orvis; Secretary, D. S. Kellogg. 

Watertown, Jefferson Co., N.Y.: President, Edmund Q. Sewall; 
Vice-Presidents, S. F. Bagg, Charles R. Skinner, Dennis O’Brien, 
John C. Sterling; Executive Committee, G. J. Porter, W. K. Wickes, 
J. A. Ward, J. C. Knowlton, Henry Purcell, R. H. Hall, Levi H. 
Brown, Smith T. Woolworth, A. M. Farwell; Treasurer, J. C. 
Knowlton; Secretary, Alpha Child. 

Albany, N.Y.: President, Matthew Hale; Vice-Presidents, Dudley 
Olcott, John H. Van Antwerp, Samuel Hand, James M. Warner ; 
Executive Committee, Geo. H. Thacher, John S. Perry, James H. 
Ecob, D. Cody Herrick, Frank Chamberlain, J. S. Delavan; Treas- 
urer, W.G. Rice; Secretary, E. D. Worcester. 

Syracuse, N.Y.: President, N. F. Graves; Vice-Presidents, G. 
Vann, G. F. Comstock, Hon. W. C. Ruger, Chancellor C. N. Sims, 
Gen. E. W. Leavenworth; Executive Committee, E. C. Wright, 
Milton H. Northrup, Charles P. Stevens, J. J. Belden, F. M. Leupp, 
Wm. M. Nottingham, Dr. A. Clifford Mercer, J. L. Bagg; Treasurer, 
W. C. Bennett; Secretary, Rev. Richmond Fiske; Corresponding 
Secretary, Prof. G. F. Comfort. 

Utica, N.Y.: President, Francis M. Burdick; Vice-Presidents, 
John C. Devereux, Samuel R. Campbell, Dr. M. M. Bagg; Executive 
Committee, S. N. D. North, Dr. Tourtellot, Edward H. Wells, Abbott 
Foster, William Kernan, John C. Schreiber, Watson T. Dunmore; 
Treasurer, George D. Dimon ; Secretary, David S. Foster. 

One vice-presidency was left unfilled, an appointment to be made 
after a complete examination of persons who may join the association 
in the future. The officers hold until the first Thursday in March, 
1883, when the annual meeting will be held. 


AN association has been formed at Melrose, Mass., with the fol- 
lowing officers : President, John W. Farwell; Vice-Presidents, Daniel 
Russell, John O. Morris, J. Augustus Barrett, J. R. Jones, Daniel 
| Norton, Jr., William F. Conant, Thomas W. Ripley; Executive 
Committee, Alfred Bicknell, R. P. Barry, Henry Brown, C. C. Barry, 
George E. Carr, Sidney H. Buttrick, E. K. Bordman; Treasurer, F. P. 
| Shumway, Jr.; Secretary, John K. Robinson. 


WE are in receipt of various documents from Baltimore, Brook- 
lyn, Buffalo, New York, Philadelphia, and other points. As the space 
in the Record had already been filled, we regret our inability to in- 
troduce much that would be of interest at this time. 





Ar a meeting of the Brooklyn Young Republican Club, held on 
the 28th of September last, resolutions were almost unanimously 
| adopted to the effect that the will of the mass of the Republican 
| voters was suppressed by the open and scandalous abuse of official 
| power, and that the party machinery, through the immense influence 
|and patronage of the federal administration, was captured and 
| manipulated in the interest of the official candidates of that adminis- 
\tration. The resolutions condemn the methods practised for secur- 
ing the nominations for governor and lieutenant-governor, and state 
that such nominations impose no party obligations on Republicans 
| to support them, the nominations not Being entitled to respect. 





Hon. H. W. Sage, Rev. C. M. Tyler, Prof. Moses Coit Tyler; Execu- | 
tive Committee, W. H. Sage, J. T. Newman, George W. Apgar, A. M. | 
Hull, Rev. M. W. Stryker, Prof. Willard Fiske; Treasurer, Hon. | 
Henry B. Lord; Corresponding Secretary, Prof. Herbert Tuttle; 
Recording Secretary, Ernest W. Hoffert. 





COLUMBIA BICYCLE. 


The Bicycle has proved itself to be a permanent, practical 
road vehicle, and the number in daily use is rapidly increas- 
ing. Professional and business men, seekers after health or 

g pleasure, all join in bearing witness to its merits. Send 3c. 


DurinG the past four weeks, Mr. Willard Brown, Assistant Secre- | stamp for catalogue, with price-list and full information. 


tary of the New York Association, has actively been canvassing | THE POPE M’FG CO., 


597 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 





